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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Reported by Varda Pinckard 


EASY READING 


Holsaert, Eunice, texts 4 Holt 
Gartland, Robert, illus. Cloth; 73x83; $2.50 each 
A Book to Begin On DINOSAURS 
Solbert, Ronni, illus. 
A Book to Begin On OUTER SPACE 


These two excellent first readers launch a new series of easy reading books 
on facts of consuming interest for six to eight year olds. With all of the available 
texts for the children just a bit older, these are the first that have achieved the be- 
ginning reader level of vocabulary, typography and format. The texts manage to compass 
an amazing amount of basic information, and the clear and helpful drawings lend both a 
decorative and instructive note. (Publ. LC: 59-6245; LC: 59-6244) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Deming, Dorothy Dodd, Mead 
MYSTERIOUS DISCOVERY IN WARD K $2.75 


A web of mystery encircles this novel of Supervising Nurse Mary Brennan and 
her junior nurses. When a young man is brought into the hospital suffering from amnesia, 
Mary falls in love with him. His sudden disappearance provokes a campaign on the part 
of the nurses to locate him. Mushrooming from their search is a counter romance invol- 
ving a younger nurse who falls in love with the lawyer-detective whose help she enlists. 
A naively mechanical plot still manages to draw interest through the clever incorpora- 
tion by Nurse Dorothy Deming of abundant detail on nursing and hospital life into what 
would otherwise be a routine romance. (7/20. LC: 59-9580) 


O'Brien, Brian Dutton 
SCRIMSHAW AND SUDDEN DEATH $3 .50 


The art of scrimshaw, the indigenous art carving on the bones and teeth of 
whales, was practiced by fishermen during those long tedious hours between sightings. 
But these are not stories of tedium, but rather twelve tales of high adventure, humor, 
and heroism based on the logs and accounts of Captain Lester Mosher and his experiences 
on his boat, the Canton. Captain Mosher's adventures lasted the span of his long life 
and took him over many seas. Here, Brian O'Brien recreates the flavor of the man and 
his career, achieving moments of high adventure against a background which is consist- 
ently vivid and richly documented. Brian O'Brien writes with vigor and fidelity to his 
topic. Illustrated with photographs. (7/15. LC: 59-7801) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Tunis, Edwin World 
INDIANS $4.95 


* A highly attractive and comprehensive study of American Indian life in the 
period pre-dating the arrival of the European settlers, this book is liberally illustra- : 
ted in black and white by the author. The various tribes of Indians are indicated, thei 
economic and athletic activities described, and generous examples of their crafts are 
analyzed. Edwin Tunis writes knowingly both of the material and cultural aspects of 
American Indian life in this informative and respectful book. An ideal gift selection 
for readers of all ages. (Publ. LC: 59-7744) 
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Chidsey, Donald Barr Crown 
VALLEY FORGE $3.50 


Following the author's achievement in last year's July 4, 1776, this second time- 
place- book concentrates on the gruelling winter of 1777-1778. Cold, hunger, lack of equip- 
ment, political pressure all conspired to defeat the "ragged ones", but this account, well 
documented with diaries, letters, contemporary accounts, and heavily appendixed, gives ample 
testimony to the valor of the men who endured Valley Forge in order to establish the sever- 
ance of the Colonies from the British Crown. An excellent supplement for students of Ameri- 
can history. Full report on p. 337. (6/16. LC: 59-9156) 


Pearl, Richard M. Dodd, Mead 
1001 QUESTIONS ABOUT MINERALS $6 .00 


Sixth in a series, this text, devotes itself to minerals. Not only are minerals 
defined, described and classified, but extensive material on how and where they are found, 
their characteristics, and their uses is clearly presented. Illustrations, diagrams, an 
index and a cross index recommend this as a useful reference-study book. Full report on 


p. 341. (7/21) 
Marsh, Irving & Ehre, Edward- “ds. Dutton 
BEST SPORT STORIES: 1959 $3.95 


In this annual collection of stories by various reporters almost every field of 
sports is covered. Abramson's description of Archie Moore's victory over age; Jack Mann's 
account of the defeat of the Giants; a humorous yachting story by Red Smith; Dave Anderson's 
unique hockey piece,- these and others of parallel worth combine with thirty best sports 
pictures and the usual listing of the 1958 champions to make this year's annual a must for 
(6/ oe enthusiasts, and for those who relish a story well told. Full report on p.337. 

10 


Halliwell, Leo & Jessie | David McKay 
LIGHT IN THE JUNGLE $4.50 


Thirty seven years spent on the Amazon by two Nebraskans who became medical mis- © 


sionaries, more or less fortuitously. Mrs. Halliwell was a nurse, but her husband had no 
medical training, but soon realized that to save souls he must first save bodies. They 
built a small boat, equipped it with medical supplies and set out into the jungle of the 
Amazon. Today a fleet of such boats operates in that area. This is a charming tale of 
service and devotion, told with simplicity and humor and a sense of unpretentious heroism. 


F.R. p. 294. (6/1. LC: 59-9386) 


Fenyo, Eva Prentice-Hall 
A GUIDED TOUR THROUGH SPACE AND TIME $3.50 


This illustrated book aims at the uninitiated, and in concise short chapters 
discusses the theories behind those achievements which have marked this as the atomic era. 
Relativity, light, mass and energy, matter and motion, cosmogony, quantum physics, thermo- 
dynamics, electronics all are reduced to everyday terms placing them within the grasp of 
those who, on an elementary level, would probe the secrets of modern scientific theory. 
Full report on p. 313. (6/8. LC: 59-10919) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


226 (J-186) Caldwell, John C.- LET'S VISIT JAPAN- from 5/14 to 6/? (John Day) 
272 (J-208) Graham, Lorenz- Title Erratum- SOUTH TOWN not DARK TOWN (Follett) 
325 (J-217) Becker, Beril- MECHANICAL MAN- from 5/22 to 6/? (Putnam) 
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IN THE GROOVE- FOR POPULAR DEMAND 


July 16 ( 


De Vries, Peter Little, Brown 
THE TENTS OF WICKEDNESS $3.75 


The pursued culprits of Comfort Me With Apples (1956), Charles Swallow and 
Nick Sherman, again find the cream of the jest turns sour in Decency, Connecticut, 
when each endeavors to top the other's stratagems and both are confounded in confu- 
sion. Charles' dilemmas evolve from a succession of sources:- the blackmail by the 
father of an old flame, Sweetie Appleyard, results in Charles getting her parody - 
poems published and seeing that she achieves a normal life, while Sweetie herself 
is determined that Charles shall father the baby she wants, which blasts his marriage 
to Crystal. Nick develops a split personality and turns burglar and Charles' efforts 
to use psychiatry for his deus-ex-machinery fails. And when Sweetie's pregnancy and 
| Crystal's suspicions burgeon together, Charles goes into a complete retreat-from — 
which the incorrigibles emerge- scathed. With Sweetie parodying the poets, and 
| Charles meeting his situations in the literary patterns of Marquand, Proust, James, 
Camus, Sartre, Faulkner and others, this, while flamboyant in its farce, is indecently 
| ingenious in its style and writes its own ticket for virtuoso fanciers, connoisseurs. 
| As Double Selection for Midsummer by the Book-of-the-Month Club, it should make a 
| r | heady contrast to its fellow choice, Image of America by Father Bruckberger (Viking- 
| see report P. 242). (1C:59-11106) 


The Pickings Are Slim - Dog Days? 


Two historicals of real merit- CHANT OF THE HAWK by John and Margaret Harris (Rand- 
om House) and HARP INTO BATTLE by Cecil Maiden (Crowell). But will they hit the 
jackpot? We doubt it. Reports in pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


June 19 


Kanin, Garson Random House 
BLOW UP A STORM $3.95 


This is a first novel by the director, producer and dramatist, Garson Kanin, 

whose short stories have appeared in squire, Vogue and the Atlantic Monthly. Written 
in the first person and told in flashback this is a dramatist's recollections of his 
early days in jazz - during the depression and the close of prohibition. While in 
Chicago, on tour with his actress wife, the narrator receives a phone call from a 
forgotten Lee Woodruff which brings back a flood of impressions and memories of their 
small combo shaped and led by Woody. Through a haze of half remembered incidents he 
recalls the growth of their trio into a sextet, the men who gave the group impetus 
and the women who were tenuously involved with the band. Woodruff, now an emotional 
wreck, unable to play, in and out of hospitals, insists upon unburdening himself to 
the narrator and attempts to explain the eventual failure of their group. He blames 
himself for the death of their drummer, a Negro, through jealousy, warped feelings 

r ) of inferiority, desperate hate,and feels impelled to "atone". His death, later, under 
similar circumstances - presumably an overdose of drugs - sheds little light on the 
enigma of Woody but it does draw the former members of the group closer together and | 
enforces the realization that they had a good thing while it lasted. This is more i 
interesting in its segments than as a whole and demonstrates a sporadic virtuosity 
which would lend itself more favorably to short pieces. (1C:59-7838) H 
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June 24 {7} 
Huston, McCready Lippincott @ 


THE CLOUDED FOUNTAIN $3.75 


A new novel (The Saving Grace, The Prodigal Brother, etc.) moves through the 
same social sphere- Philadelphia and the Main Line, and the same ground rules of back- 
ground and breeding obtain. So that while Loring Shand must resolve the two pivotal 
crises of his life at 38, whether to go on with his job in advertising and whether to 
stray in his marriage to Eleanor, it is all handled with extreme composure and self- 
containment. Equally discreet is Eleanor, aware of loring's increasing involvement with 
his proprietary and dedicated secretary, Julia, and she permits no trace of her concern 
(or Julia's father's) to permeate to Loring. Other people in their orbit, Eleanor's 
parents, Julia's trying mother, the local rector, some neighbors who represent the en- 
croachment of new money on old Philadelphia, glide in and out before Loring makes his 
peace with himself, with the novel he hasn't written, and with his life as it is and 
should continue to be.... Mr. Huston, along with his characters, never raises his voice, 
so that he manages no more than a modulated entertainment. As such, it is pleasant and 
particularly suitable for women. (1C:59-7783) 


Matson, Norman Lippincott 
THE ENCHANTED BEGGAR » / 2 ¢ $3.50 


Spike Flecker, twenty one, a redheaded painter in Paris without funds or much 
faith in his future, buys a rope to hang himself. Then a young girl- he believes to be 
a witch- hands hima wishing ring which will be his for a few days. But everything he 
thinks of to wish for has its flaw; longevity, happiness, greatness, money, and he be- 
comes more and more immobilized in indecision- while entertaining romantic ideas about the 
witch. As he realizes that while wanting nothing, he has everything- he also learns the 
identity of the girl with whom he has fallen in love, only a go-between to the witch, the 
last of her kind and most unhappy in her fate... A modern fairy tale houses some universal 
truths in its make-believe-- but it's hard to tag a market for this kind of sortilege. 
(LC:59-7786 ) 


June 25 


Owen, Jack Coward-McCann 
THE BEACH BUMS $3.50 


This first novel is not helped by its title for its picture of the aimless, 
drifting life on Honolulu's Waikiki beach exacts more from its material than The Beach 
Bums would indicate. Told by Roger Anderson, this covers the interlude when he is per- 
suading himself that writing is his aim, that his love for Libby is real, and that his 
friendships with Bill, Pete, Jack and Bunny are more than bar-hopping, getting drunk and 
changing beds. Washed up with Libby, tagging along with Pete, making use of Bunny, Roger 
is forced to face Jack's affair with Libby and Pete's down-grading when he is "“dear- 
johnned" by his stateside girl, and a street brawl precipitates a situation from which 
there is no recall for any of them. The wrong people meeting at the wrong time here ends 
a search for an answer which is only within one's self. For this type of book there is 
no tactile, visible sex, and its interest in "some set of rules" keeps its story from 
rp ciety nihilistic. A young, almost thoughtful, expose of a certain atmosphere. 

LC 359-7127 


June 29 


Harris, John and Margaret Random House 
CHANT OF THE HAWK $3.95 


1845 and the dying out of the old trapping and trading system through the @ 
growing numbers of “movers” and Army protection is the setting for George Stroud's efforts 
to bring in a last, big fortune of furs, to marry Indian-Welsh Evie Pryce and to learn 
the whole truth of happenings seven years earlier. For in the big, empty country Jesse 
Reeshar, his fellow trader, had disappeared, leaving one of their two Crow women canni- 
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balized - and Stroud has to know what happened to his Batchika. Reeshar's reap- 
pearance, his spoiling of Stroud's trading with old Shonka, his attempts to locate 
Stroud's buried furs when they are run off the Indian settlement, spur Stroud into 
tracking back on old history, into lying to Evie back at Fort Laramie, into defying 
Reeshar's dominance at Fort Platte and into keeping an eye on Kearny and the U. S. 
Army when he tries to persuade the gathering of Indians to submit to government 
orders. Reeshar's villainy, the little facts that grow into a big truth keep Stroud 
on his man-hunt to a vengeance that is taken out of his hands - and to a future with 
Evie that has not been part of his dreaming. The changes that are not peaceable 

but violent, the Indian-white disturbances which had a finale in years to come, the 
gaminess of the vanishing mountain men who had more tolerance for the Indians - 
these contain a story, brutal, vigorous and sympathetic for the addict of the real, 
old West. (John Harris has several books on Morrow's list.) (1C:59-5718) 


July 6 


Carse, Robert Frederick Fell 
THE CAGE OF LOVE $3.95 


To young Jack Hall, attending a second-rate New York City day school and 
acting as a counselor at a second-rate summer camp, tennis was all until he met 
Catherine. College becomes an impossibility, so while Catherine is at Smith, he 
serves with the Marines in Korea and returns a hero. Jack and Catherine marry and 
a job as tennis pro at a Long Island country club is succeeded by a try at running 
a Florida resort hotel. Then Catherine's father, a hotel owner, makes a big deal 
with a fabulously rich Armenian shipping tycoon and they all go to work in his 
Caribbean pleasure dome. Jack and Catherine's marriage deteriorates until at last 
they leave the resort, return to the United States and invest their money in a new 
prep school where Jack will teach tennis and Spanish. They plan to adopt a child 
and make a success of their marriage.... The reader is taken on a whirlwind trip 
through such varying settings as a summer camp, a battlefield, split-level suburbs, 
the stronghold of the power elite and the seedy rent-controlled apartments of the 
white collar class, the world of the tennis bum and that of international cafe 
society- never staying long enough in one place to adequately understand or enjoy it. 
Sex in re about all its manifestations spices what is otherwise a quite chaotic 
novel. (Q 


July 10 


Cullen, Kyle | Crowell 
SHADOW IN THE GLEN $3.95 


The familiar theme of the Black and Tan rebellion makes up the leitmotif 
of this woman's novel. The heroine, of Scotch-Irish parentage, must choose between 
Scotland and safety and the "terrible beauty" of a struggling Ireland. Her choice 
lies with the Irish patriots as she plays her part in the smuggling of amunition, 
the aiding of prisoners, and the general harassing of the British. Her love for a 
patriot and her ardently partisan cousin's love for a young man of doubtful affi- 
liations lead to a resolution in which humanity breaks through the fetters of cons- 
tricting nationalism. In this first novel there is a distinct flavor of Celtic 
lyricism, which does not, however, redeem the generally slim and familiar content of 
the story. A convincing but not revealing exposition of turmoil in Ireland; a story 
which, in the light of Odd Man Out and other staples on the Irish rebellion, demands 
more authority, greater insight than Shadow in the Glen affords. (10:59-10924) 


July 20 


Maiden, Cecil Crowell 
HARP INTO BATTLE $3.95 


The life and exploits of Llewelyn the Great and his vast contribution to 
the nationalizing of Wales in the l2th-13th centuries are here brought to life ina 
novel which follows his ambition to make use of peaceful means and to be, for the 
people of his country, "equal to their hopes, bigger than their fears". Returned 
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from exile, he is able to rouse his father's chieftains against the usurper David and to 
bind them through the adherence to ancient laws; later he travels to Windsor to meet 

with King John and there sue for Joan, John's bastard daughter, as his wife, and for a 
treaty. Through the treachery of the Prince of Powys, Llewelyn's affirmation of the 
treaty, after a border incident, is kept from John who, invading Wales, overwhelms 
Llewelyn when he tries to save the cathedral and town of Bangor. And it is through Joan's 
intervention that Llewelyn is given amnesty in return for the hostage of his first, 
bastard son. At a later date comes the call from the Archbishop of Canterbury for a re- 
form to be endorsed by prelates and nobles, and to Llewelyn is given the commission of 
taking Shrewsbury and, through the help of the citizens, is successful, as is the larger 
undertaking of subduing John in London. Defeating Powys in his attempt to abduct Joan and 
their young son, Llewelyn, with news of the benefits for Wales in the Magna Charta, also 
is granted the return of his first son. In the tradition of Jane Oliver, this recreates, 
in warmly revealing narrative, the people of a certain time and place. (I1C:59-11170) 


July 22 


O'Hanlon, Sean Harper 
GATHER NO MOSS $3.00 


This “apocryphal autobiography" takes as its target that area of herd instinct 
which can be cozened, bullied and blackmailed into action so directed - here, by a public 
relations employee. Sean O'Hanlon, through his work for Wizzo oil, pyramids his jobs 
through the sharp practices of the Sheik of El Takit (Johnny) who, in his attempts to get 
the most for the oil that has been found in his patch of desert, out-distances O'Hanlon's 
methods and lands them both in a national - and international crisis. The steps leading 
up to the Prime Minister's last stand against the pressures of vested interests, to the 
ennoblement of MacIntosh (born Abraham Levy), to the several uncontrollable gambits that 
Johnny pops and the general topsy-turvy created within the existing government, add up to 
a local focalizing of British push and pull in specifically Anglicized angles. Fun - if 
your ear is tuned to the accent. 


July 24 


Steward, Davenport Dutton 
BLACK SPICE $3.95 


Pepper gives this book its title and the trade in it is desperately fought for 
by young widower, Scott Rogers, whose fortune is very much still in the making. Learning 
the war with England is over in 1815, having a prize ship taken from him, Scott comes home 
to Charleston to find his wife dead and a baby son cared for by his in-laws. With the 
’ chance to head to the Orient to try for the pepper trade on Sumatra, he is off, with his 
own ship, his brother-in-law and Hosea Fox, of Massachusetts, as his right hands. There 
are storms, pirates and below deck troubles before he gets his chance to bargain with the 
rajahs for their stores; and there is scholarly Russell and his Spanish-American daughter, 
Dorcas, to save. Thwarting his brother-in-law, attempting to block Fox's treachery, and 
determined to bring home a proper cargo, Scott is active and busy in strange waters and 
ably “5 ae his way to the success - and the girl he wants. You've had it before. (LC: 
59-7795 


July 27 


Coker, Elizabeth Boatright Dutton 
LA BELLE $3.95 


A bust and bustle period piece reconstructs the life of Marie Boozer from 
contemporary diaries, letters, newspaper notes, etc.- and if they do not provide as solid 
a story line as say Daughter of Strangers and The Day of the Peacock, there is still the 
heavy scent- and the deep drawl- of the old South. Marie Boozer, an unquestionable great 
beauty “lacquered by legend", had to contend not only with the reverses of the Civil War 
but also a calculating and conscienceless mother, Amelia. Amelia not only tried to put a 
stop to Marie's first love for Willie, a Confederate soldier, but also spied for the 
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Yankees- so that she was in a favorable position when Sherman entered Columbia, 
South Carolina. Both women became campfollowers during the next months- Marie with 
her eye alert for any possible rendezvous with Willie who then repudiated her. 
Reaching New York, Marie was launched into high society, forced into marriage with 
old, rich Mr. Beecher who indulged and disgusted her; and then entered into a reck- 
less scandal with one Lloyd Phoenix who found her too importunate and who tried to 
evade her as she followed him to Europe. Her last years remain open to conjecture 
much as her life had been open to censure..... All in all, the authentic frame 
exercises a certain, beneficial restraint for a writer prone to the temptations of 


the flesh. (LC:59-7797) (Q) 


July 28 


Macken, Walter Macmillan 
SEEK THE FAIR LAND $3.95 


There is irony in the title, for Ireland's "fair land" was a rapidly 
shrinking area during the generations when successive English onslaughts laid waste 
the major part of a once prosperous country, and the Protestant wars, in which 
Cromwell's forces under the vicious, depraved Lord President of Connaught, Coote, 
completed the process. The story stems from the massacre of Drogheda, where the 
three principals come together: Murdoc, the giant from the west highlands where 
clan wars keep the unrest alive; Dominick, the small trader, who hides Murdoc, aids 
his escape, and who in turn, when his adored wife is murdered, escapes with two 
small children- and with Sebastian, a priest, wounded, enfeebled, but with spirit 
unbroken. Some two years of danger, of hiding, of escape eventually bring the little 
party to Murdoc's region, where he makes Dominick his liegeman, and gives him land 
for a house. And still the wars go on; the clans feud; and eventually Coote and his 
warriors arrive- and Murdoc succumbs and foreswears his religion and takes oath to 
Parliament. His people fade away from him; Sebastian and other fugitive priests hold 
them together; and Murdoc lives almost alone, hated and half mad. It is an adventure 
story against a little known period and background. And the telling has the Irish 
lilt and poetry and drama, characteristic of Walter Macken's earlier- half fey- 
writings. (LC:59-10630) 


TOUCH AND GO; WESTWARD-HO 
June 15 


Sanders, Bruce Roy 
TO CATCH A SPY $2.75 


The honeymoon of ex-Ghost Squad Sally Dean with her new husband Howard 
Digburn, British secret agent, gets a set-back in Paris which continues to the 
Mediterranean. Both become part of the attempt to prevent the publication of the 
memoirs of an abdicated monarch, and, in trying to steal the manuscript, each tries 
be save = without jettisoning their purpose. In the English ho-hum department. 
LC 59-8448 : 


Whitelaw, David Roy 
I COULD A TALE UNFOLD $2.75 


Don Shaun, a rumrunner in the '20's, sees his partner Archie Burnsyde kill 
@ man, and although the business connection is dissolved, Shaun has reasons to fear 
for his sister who marries Burnsyde, and particularly for their daughter Meg. Dying 
to protect her many years later, Shaun's murder becomes a personal challenge to a 
newspaper reporter who follows it through to Ireland and then to Cornwall. With a 
second death, he succeeds in exposing the killer without disclosing the facts to Meg 
with whom he falls in love..... Time waster. (10:59-8449) 
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July 14 


Reilly, Helen Random House 
NOT ME, INSPECTOR $2.95 


Hot-tempered, high-living Harvey Allert disappears, after forging a check on 
his wealthy stepmother's account, and when she dies in a car crash, he is the logical 
suspect in what proves to be a case of murder. Only Dace, his wife, recoils from the 
evidence against him and is herself a near victim in what proves to be an elaborate im- 
posture... Feminine and high fashion touches covering for basic improbabilities and 
imperfections. (LC:59-10802) 


July 21 


Bush, Christopher Macmillan 
THE CASE OF THE RUNNING MAN $2.95 


Cautious Ludovic Travers assigns himself to a case which piques his personal 
tastes as well as criminal curiosity when a fellow antiquarian and collector of rare 
pictures, Weddall, dies- shortly after having changed his will. While Weddall's failing 
vision seems to have made him the victim of a fraudulent dealer, it is his own quite clear- 
sighted ruse which costs him his life as well as his collection.... Trustworthy, certainly, 
and tricky at times too. (1C:59-9303) 


July 22 


Creasey, John Harper 
THE TROUBLE AT SAXBY'S $2.95 


Independent, unorthodox Roger West has a new superior at the Yard to contend @ 


with- as well as a killer, when some altered checks lead to a woman's death and an 
almost sure case against young Quist who had been following the guilty man. While Quist 
is rigged by three witnesses- in collusion, West is also compromised and smeared so that 
he has much to account for before he acquits himself.... The sure control and competence 
of this series does not seem to falter. (1€:59-10618) 


July 23 


Bosworth, Jim Doubleday 
THE LONG WAY NORTH $2.95 


A western narrative without a story is a documentary of a vanishing way of life 
and it performs its obsequies with care and real feeling for the men who ride with pride 
along the trail. Through the eyes of Charles Wood, a rich man's son and a renegade from 
Boston, a cattle drive from Texas to the Montana Territory is experienced:- its diffi- 
culties (a dry drive, fences, blizzards, cattle fever); dangers (a stampede, a near 
lynching); and sorrows (the death of two of the crew and at the end, the faithful Mexican 
Cimarron).... Subdued perhaps for those who usually read this form of fiction but 
authentic in its portrayal and appreciation. 


July 27 


Davis, Dorothy Salisbury Scribner 
OLD SINNERS NEVER DIE $2.95 


* In the life of the Jarvises (Death of an Old Sinner, 1957, and A Gentleman 
Called, 1958) this is an earlier chapter for here the Major General comes to live with 
his son Jimmie, now a freshman representative in Washington. The General's rambunctious © 
attentions to a blonde singer, the reverberations of a dinner party, the challenge to a 
duel, involve U. S. Senators, Jimmie - and the dour, Scotch housekeeper Mrs. Norris - 
to the derangement of the F.B.I. A giddy glaze to this. (L10:59-11320) 
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ONE YOU MUST HAVE 


July 27 


Golden, Harry World 
FOR 2¢ PLAIN $4 .00 


* Harry Golden does it again. Of course, we cannot recapture the sense of 
discovery - for Harry Golden now "belongs" to everyone who reads him, sees him, hears 
him. But for those of us who were a bit fearful that he might pall or go stale, here 
is reassurance. He is still fresh and vital and original and fearless and understand- 
ing. He can still hand out the schmaltz without spilling over. Just at the moment 
when it might be sheer sentimentality, he catches himself up with a bit of philosophy, 
a telling attack on intolerances and prejudices, a twist that brings laughter on the 
heels of tears. This is his measure of greatness. Once again, these are in the main 
pieces from his paper, The Carolina Israelite, no longer merely the province of the 
elect few, but known to the many. Once again there is wide range of matter, reveal- 
ing a rich personality. Once again he has tapped the vein of his heritage and New 
York's Lower East Side of his boyhood contributes a generous percentage of the back- 
ground. Once again contemporary issues are faced with honesty and wisdom. The anti- 
Semites (and there are still too many) won't like this, nor will the Segregationists. 
But for most readers, here is a man who, in all good senses of the term, is a top 
candidate for Better Understanding Awards. 


And Four That Have News Value 


Incredible as it seems, the late Senator McCarthy can still arouse controversy- and 
for that audience there is Richard Rovere's SENATOR JOE MCCARTHY (Harcourt, Brace); a 
controversial figure today- yesterday and tomorrow- on the political front, RICHARD 
NIXON by Earl Mazo (Harper) offers a portrait in black and white; on the literary 
front, there will be interest in Simone de Beauvoir's autobiography, MEMOIRS OF A 
DUTIFUL DAUGHTER (World). And the adventure addicts who like disasters revivified 
will want FIRE AT SEA by Thomas Gallagher (Rinehart) in which the Morro Castle tragedy 
is presented. The reports are in the section following. 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-Fiction 
June 4 


Frome, Michael Doubleday 
BETTER VACATIONS FOR YOUR MONEY $1.95 


Specifically aimed towards automobile and family travel, this is concerned 
mainly with what the United States has to offer for leisure time touring and the em- 
phasis all the way through is getting the most for your money. There is guidance and 
advice on the advisability of planning ahead, where to get information, how to prepare 
for the areas to be visited; there are chapters on tenting and camping, accommodations 
for short and long stays, food along the way, national parks, sightseeing routine and 
tours of colleges, museums, and industrial plants. And there are practical pointers 
in suggestions for free travel services, travel aids, comfortable motoring, and good 
behavior on the road. There are outlines for 15 favorite holidays, the places, events, 
and trips that will have special interest in 1959 - Oregon's centennial for instance. 
There are numerous maps and photographs and the whole should be handy for domestic 
discussion of proposed wanderings. (LC: 59-7905) 
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June 17 


Rovere, Richard Harcourt, Brace @ 
SENATOR JOE MCCARTHY $3.95 


McCarthy adherents will bitterly resent this extensive exploration of the 
McCarthy myth in all its implications of demagoguery at its worst. McCarthy critics, who 
held no brief for his procedures, his sensationalism, his Big Lie techniques or the man 
himself, will feel wholly justified by the evidence Richard Rovere has marshalled. If this 
is objective biography, as the publishers claim, one wonders what a biased voiography 
might say. Fortunately for his claim to objectivity, Mr. Rovere need only let the facts 
speak for themselves. Even the goal claimed by Senator McCarthy - to uncover the Communist 
menace and arouse the public to its danger- is here shown as really secondary to his desire 
for the limelight. To a minor extent this text is an examination of the paltry facts of 
his life; to a major extent it is a powerful J’accuse - an expose of the facts behind the 
bombast, the invective, the ruthless methods that held the country in thrall. Absorbingly 
interesting for all of us who sensed the danger, who recognized the threat to democracy, 
who rejoiced when McCarthy's spectacular fall made him virtually a nonentity in a matter 
of months after he had seemed to hold the whiphandle. (LC:59-9464) 


June 18 


de Beauvoir, Simone World 
MEMOIRS OF A DUTIFUL DAUGHTER $5.00 


* This autobiography of Mlle. de Beauvoir up to the age of twenty-one is every 
bit as fascinating as a de Beauvoir novel, largely because she is as absorbed in herself 
here as a novelist is in his hero and in the same way. From her birth in 1908, through 
her childhood in a fairly well-to-do middle class family, through her adolescent inse- 
curity, her loss of faith, the beginning of the drive for independence from her family, © 
her decision to become a writer and a philosopher, her years at the Sorbonne, her dis- 
covery of the Cult of Restlessness with its consequences for her of loneliness, pride and 
dedication, to her final year of study, bringing her a sense of direction and purpose, -- 
all is told with a drive and a feeling of personality that is most compelling. There are, 
in addition, good portraits of several members of her family, of her closest friend Zaza 
Mabille, of her cousin Jacques with whom she was in love, and of various fellow students 
at the Sorbonne including Jean-Paul Sartre. Though she passed through many stages that 
every sensitive and intelligent girl growing up experiences, most of it seems new because 
of her vitality and her intellectual curiosity. Her novelist's hand is most clearly seen 
in her self-editing-- in spite of writing about herself in great detail, no incidents or 
people are presented for their own sakes alone but always as a means of furthering the 
book as a whole. It is a stimulating story of the birth of an existentialist and the 
coming of age of an extraordinary young woman. Highly recommended. (LC:59-7748) 


June 2) 1% 


Mazo, Earl Harper 
RICHARD NIXON $3.95 


Subtitled A Political and Personal Portrait this biography by the political 
correspondent for the Herald Tribune Washington Bureau sheds more light on the Vice 
President's brief political background than on his character. To the questions, "What 
kind of a man is Richard Nixon?" and "What kind of a president would he be?", Mazo can 
only answer, as have others before him, that Nixon is a singularly complex person who is 
often underrated, that he has “energy, brains, courage, gall, cunning, persuasiveness, 
a bent for rationalizing and compromise" and that he has raised the Vice-Presidency to a 
full-time legislative-executive operation through his influence and adroit political ® 
craftsmanship. He traces Nixon's path from his youth in a California farming community, 
his Quaker and Methodist ancestry, his school years, marriage, the early political forays 
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against Representative Voorhis in Calif., his successful manipulation of the Hiss 
investigation and the 1950 battle against the Democrat Helen Gahagan Douglas for the 
Senate - the campaign for which he has been most severely criticized and which was 
only equalled in hyperbole by Mrs. Douglas' conservative Democratic opponents in the 
primary. He reviews Nixon's '52 nomination, his impressive performance in turning 
the "fund issue" from a sure defeat into a victory, the '56 "Dump Nixon" movement 
initiated by his former mentor, Harold Stasson, the Vice-President's flawless conduct 
during Eisenhower's illnesses, the overseas tours - most notably the failure of the 
mission to Caracas. Maxo's conclusion: "Nixon would be a ‘strong president' in the 
tradition of the two Roosevelts" and that "his administration would be conservative 
on domestic matters and internationalist in foreign affairs". He includes a final 
chapter of Nixon's comments "Off the Record". (LC:59-6313) 


June 2h 


Velie, Lester Harper 
LABOR U.S.A. $4.95 


The author claims that this book is not a history but an attempt to show 
"how American unions grew and took their own special middle-class direction". Writing 
in a highly popular style Velie's approach is topical. He begins with the expulsion 
of the Teamsters from the AFL-CIO in 1957, an event which dramatized the vast changes 
which had been seething since the merger and the disclosures of corruption. He traces 
the various expressions of American unionism through its leaders: the aggressive and 
inflexible President of the AFL-CIO, George Meany; Walter Reuther, "a reformer of 
almost Messianic intensity", who confounds his critics by a personal life of conspi- 
cuous underconsumption and who is described as the key figure in labor today; the 
remote and inaccessible David McDonald, President of the United Steelworkers, who is 
invariably compared unfavorably with his predecessor, Philip Murray; David Dubinsky, 
President of the ILGWU, who has "emerged on the national scene as a central figure 
in the struggle against racketeers in all unions"; and the elusive Jimmy Hoffa, whom 
Velie calls "Labor's Dead End Kid". He rapidly reviews the growth of industrial and 
craft unionism through the efforts of Lewis and Gompers respectively and he attributes 
labor's identification as a partner in capitalism with Gompers' attempt to divorce 
unions from the class struggle. He considers union abuses, the operation of the 
underworld in labor, the "sweetheart" contract (collusion) ,iscrimination--especially 
in the trade unions, collective bargaining strategy, labor's role in international 
affairs, the problems of automation. He concludes that unless the unions can capture 
the loyalty of the white collar workers "they may shrink within a decade to a minor 
place in the country's life". Addressed to a general audience this is clear and 
readable though occasionally repetitious. (1C:58-8866) 


July 6 


Masterson, Elsie Crowell 
BLUEBERRY HILL COOKBOOK $3.95 


The story of the Vermont inn, Blueberry Hill Farm, was told in Nothing 
Whatever To Do, and requests for more of Mrs. Masterson's recipes have resulted in 
this more ample cooking book. The author's emphasis is to treat food with respect, 
to learn the secrets of seasoning by tasting constantly, and be assiduous in holding 
to standards for good food. Here, from what her family and the inn's guests are 
served, are tested recipes that range from simple to lavish, for beginners as well 
as experimenters, and from breakfast, through lunch, supper, dinner. The sections 
are:- appetizers, soups, fish, entrees, leftovers, vegetables, starches, salads and 
dressings, bake goods, desserts, and those dishes which are flexible enough to make 
an appearance at either lunch, brunch or supper. There are remarks about each 
selection, touches of Vermont background, and comments on the art of improvisation 
and imagination in cooking and serving. There are to be menus for 29 days, which 
should enliven the bogy of meal planning. From the offerings, a family would be well 
fed from this. (LC:59-10436) 
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July 8 


Cecil, Henry Harper 
BRIEF TO COUNSEL $3.50 @ 


Author of several novels founded in English Law, Mr. Cecil here presents the 
case for the aspiring barrister-solicitor-judge and guides him through the steps of ac- 
quiring not only the matter but the manner of the court. It is of interest for his 
American cousin in the difference of the training, study and customs, and Cecil, with 
his airy touch, keeps his material on the brighter side. Along with the aspects of the 
training is a general picture of the legal edifice in England - the main bodies of law, 
the Courts and their offices;- life at the bar, behaviour, and the various ramifications 
of the practicing lawyer's cases, trials, clients, etc. A specialized area for this, 
and, within that, of particular appeal to those lawyers here who are concerned or con- 
nected with some part of the English legal system. Illustrated by Edward Ardizzone; fore- 
word by the Hon. Mr. Justice Devlin. (10:59-11154) 


July 15 


Ross, Emory & Myrta Friendship Press 
AFRICA DISTURBED Cloth $3.50; paper $1.95 


This study of Africa today is limited in scope because every phase of the new 
African culture and economy is examined from the premise that "the most pervasive and 
dynamic influence in modern Africa has been the Christian religion's emphasis on the 
power and respect of the individual". The Rosses visited 21 African areas and talked with 
some two thousand Africans. This is their report, and there are marshalled here a large 
number of pertinent facts showing the ferment that is evident in every field:- in the 
home, the family, the role of women in society and in industry; in education and the arts 
and sciences; in the professions; in cities and rural areas. One gets an impression that @ 
explosion is inevitable. The Christian church has permeated most facets, but even here 
criticism is rife; there is a sense of lack of participation, of lack of African leader- 
ship and independence. There was plenty of evidence of the color bar; but the intensity 
of feeling in the Union of South Africa was skirted, or there largely by implication. 
This should form an excellent groundwork for a wide mission study program. But for the 
general reader, a more sharply objective ard critical overall appraisal is needed. 


July 16 


Livingstone, Belle : Holt 
BELLE OUT OF ORDER $4.50 


“Of shoes, and ships, and sealing wax and cabbages and kings" is this bright 
but somehow melancholy autobiography of the international courtesan, Belle Livingstone. 
From her beginnings in Kansas in 1875 when her editor-father found her - an infant in a 
cluster of sunflowers, the red-haired Belle was destined to live a parody of her parents' 
strict Christian ethic. Stage-struck at sixteen, Belle strikes out, and from that point 
on, hers is a history of precarious living at a high pitch. Among her four husbands was 
a millionaire and a titled Italian; among her friends, the Prince of Wales and the aloof 
Lord Kitchener. Weathering the adversities of the First World War and post war Paris, 
Belle, for many years an expatriate, returns to New York where for a while she reigns over 
a posh speakeasy. This career is punctuated with a thirty day jail term. Belle Livingstone 
writes well, assuming a sophisticated tone which prohibits the inclusion of specific 
sexual detail. Hers is a portrait of a world of playboys, gangsters, and courtesans, a 
world glittering with immorality and opulence which was destined to pass with the feather 
boa and synthetic champagne. It was, alas, a brittle paradise, in which Belle Livingstone 
amusingly portrays herself as a somewhat tarnished Beatrice. To be read in small doses 
by those who enjoy experiencing vicariously the material conquests of a selfish but gallant 
woman. (1LC:59-9856) 
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July 6 


Gallagher, Thomas Rinehart 
FIRE AT SEA $h .00 


* The Story of the Morro Castle while again a record of holocaust and havoc 
has- as well- many elements of enigma to match the grim interest of this disaster. 
For, while much of the blame could be brought to the Ward Line (the lack of life 
boats and preservers; the failure to send out an SOS; etc.) and the conduct of its 
personnel under stress (of the 98 to get away in the boats, 92 were members of the 
crew), still- it seems sure now that it was a deliberate act of arson which brought 
about the tragedy, and the incendiarist was one and the same as Rogers, the hero of 
of the trial which followed (the radio operative who stayed at his post). While 
the death of its Captain Wilmott, shortly after the ship left Havana, (heart? 
indigestion?) has never been entirely explained, Wilmott's suspicions of Rogers who 
would "endanger" the trip and the two unaccountable bottles brought aboard (one was 
sulphuric acid) were unfortunately fulfilled. only years later, after Rogers had 
secured a post on a police force and built a bomb to dispose of his superior, was 
his past record revealed, giving the most likely answer to the earlier tragic Fire 
| 2 eo Eyewitness accounts along with official statements fill out the annals 
of this disaster and its frightful human devastation- and there should be a readily 
recognizable market- most recently that of Collision Course. (1€:59-6452) 


July 27 


Rogers, Donald I. Holt 
FINANCIAL FACTS OF LIFE $2.95 


A briefing on How to Read a Financial Statement is for the growing number 
of stockholders who want to make intelligent use of the corporate annual reports 
they receive. This will give them the basic facts necessary to analyze the assets 
and liabilities of the corporation, "figure net worth, book value, profit margins, 
and return on invested capital”. Along with determining what the figures mean, you 
will have some meaning of the terms used (surplus, consolidated income, etc.) and 
Mr. Rogers makes a trial run through several corporation reports as a demonstration. 
There is an additional chapter on the financial statements issued by banks and insur- 


ance companies.... A clear explanation for home application. 
July ?? 
Sandoz, Mari Univ. of Nebraska Press 
HOSTILES AND FRIENDLIES $5.00 


The Nebraska sandhills, their people and the frontier days have been 
singularly Mari Sandoz' own since Old Jules brought her fame, well-deserved and long 
in achieving. Just how long- and through what tortuous paths she progressed- is 
told in the autobiographical section of the book, which is a selection from her short 
writings. Actually, most of the material used here has autobiographical flavor. 

She writes of homesteaders and homesteading; she paints vivid pen portraits of her 
own people- and her neighbors; she tells of her Indian friends and the story tellers 
who filled her childhood vision. She has a gift of evoking history and personalities, 
knowns and unknowns, Crazy Horse, the two Sitting Bulls, minor figures that bring to 
life some of the oddities of the American Indians. In her fiction- short and 
novelette length- there is first a vital sense of plot and character, and second, a 
streak of allegory. Good reading here- and first rate Americana. (1C:59-6617) 
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Wyeth, John Allan Harper 
THAT DEVIL FORREST $6.00 @ 


A new edition of a long out-of-print Civil War classic first published in 1899, 
this book by a New York surgeon who fought for the Confederacy (1845-1922) is the story, 
based on contemporary and first-hand records, of General Nathan Bedford Forrest, "first 
with the most", whom his exasperated antagonist Sherman called "that devil" and the most 
remarkable man to come out of the war on either side. Born in Tennessee in 1821, eldest 
son of a backwoods blacksmith, Forrest grew up in poverty and with little education. 
Endowed with a brilliant mind, true military genius and a ferocious temper, he was before 
the war a successful business man and slave-trader; enlisting for the Confederacy in 
June, 1861, he found his true calling and became the scourge of Northern troops in Ten- 
nessee and the western theatre of the war. A master of psychological warfare and the 
surprise attack, victorious both by bluff and superb military tactics and often hampered 
by his own violence, Forrest was accused of responsibility for the Fort Pillow massacre, 
a charge which this book refutes; supposedly one of the leaders of the Ku Klux Klan, he 
swore allegiance to the Union after the war and until his death in 1877 devoted himself 
to helping those ruined by the conflict. Leaving no gun unfired, no bridge uncrossed, 
in Forrest's many campaigns, this book, a must for all American military and historical 
libraries not already owning it, will appeal to students of military tactics and Civil 
War buffs north and south; non-warlike readers will collapse under the weight of its end- 
less detail. Original illustrations, new maps. (1C:58-12458) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Turner, John F.- INVASION '44- from 6/6 to 7/10 (Putnam) 
Curvers, Alexis- TEMPO DI ROMA- from 5/13 to 5/27 (McGraw-Hill) 
Gallico, Paul- LUDMILA- from 6/4 to 6/18 (Doubleday) 
Uris, Auren- DISCOVER YOUR INNER SELF- from 5/4 to 5/19- definite price $3.95 
(McGraw-Hill ) 
Laird, D. A. & Eleanor- SOUND WAYS TO SOUND SLEEP- from 5/18 to 5/27. Price 
from $3.95 to $4.50 (McGraw-Hil1 ) 
Caldwell, John C.- FAR EAST TRAVEL GUIDE- from 5/28 to 6/11 (John Day) 
Manchester, William- A ROCKEFELLER FAMILY PORTRAIT- from 6/2 to 6/8 (Little, Brown) 
Tourtellot, Arthur B.- WILLIAM DIAMOND'S DRUM- from 6/4 to 9/17 (Doubleday) 
Painter, George D.- PROUST- from 6/10 to 7/9 (Little, Brown-A.M.P. ) 
Scharff, Robert- THE COMPLETE BOOK OF WATER SKIING- From 6/9 to 6/19 (Putnam) 
Falls, Cyril- THE GREAT WAR- from 6/19 to 8/? (Putnam) 
Bonner, Paul Hyde- THE ART OF LLEWELYN JONES- definite date 7/27. Definite price 
$4.50 (Scribner ) 
Foote, Dorothy- THE CONSTANT STAR- definite date 7/15. Definite price $4.50 
(Scribner ) 
Loovis, David- TRY FOR ELEGANCE- definite date 7/13. Definite price $3.95 (Scribner) 
Brussel, James A.- JUST MURDER, DARLING- from 7/? to 8/3. Definite price 
$2.95 (Scribner ) 
Mitchell, Carleton- THE SUMMER OF THE TWELVES- definite date 7/15. Price from 
$7.50 to $10.00 (Scribner ) 
Shirley, Andrew- SOUTH FROM TOULOUSE- definite date 7/10. (Scribner) 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Reported by Varda Pinckard 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Conger, Marion Abingdon 
WHO HAS SEEN THE WIND? Cloth; 9"x8"; $2.00 


Based on a familiar poem, this book deals with a small girl's desire to 
perceive with her eyes what she has perceived with her senses of touch and hearing. 
All through the year Mary is acutely aware of the presence of the wind as it carries 
with it the scent of spring, as it shakes petals from the blossoming tree, and whips 
up the wash on the line. It is there, but somehow she cannot see it. After a year's 
searching, Mary concludes that the wind is visible not in itself but in its mani- 
festations on other objects, that this in itself is its visual reality. Semantically, 
the resolution of this text leaves something to be desired, but on children who grasp 
concepts through poetic rather than analytical statement, this book, with its florid 
illustrations by Susan Perl will exert considerable charm. (8/9. 1C:59-7501 ) 


Chalmers, Mary Harper 
THE CAT WHO LIKED TO PRETEND 5"x6"; $1.95 
Library Ed. $2.32 


* The irresistibility of a kitten meets with the fascination that pretending 
& holds for the pre-reader in this winningly simple book by Mary Chalmers. When little 
Sam wanders off in search of a handkerchief attached to a balloon, he pauses in a 
wooded glen to pretend. Here in the pastel forest he presents a small dramatic per- 
formance for the benefit of his make-believe friends, and then happily meanders home. 
For those who have experienced the charms of Mary Chalmers' Boats Finds A House, 
Come For A Walk With Me, and a half dozen other books, Sam's arrival will be eagerly 
anticipated; to the uninitiate, he promises a delightful excursion into a luminous 
realm of imagination, lucid prose, and tender drawings. (8/5. LC:59-8966) 


Calhoun, Mary Morrow 
HOUN' DOG Cloth; 11"x8"; $2.75 


* In the best of all possible worlds live a houn' dog and a wily old fox. 
When the fox vows to rob the houn' of his "smeller and beller", the enthusiastic 
hunting dog is determined to outwit his adversary. Ultimately both animals win, but 
it is a victory of mutual dependence which saves the dog his bark and the fox his 
tail. Just enough rhyme here to give the narrative a rhythmical flow and drawings by 
Roger Duvoisin which combine energy with tenderness make this second book by the 
collaborators of The Sweet Patootie Doll’ a welcome and perceptive variation of an old 
and valid story. (8/5. 1C:59-5136) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Boyle, Joyce Abingdon 
BOBBY'S NEIGHBORS Cloth; $2.00 


Familiarity is the lure of this series of episodes in Bobby's life. A drive 
to the country, the games with his next-door neighbor, Linda, a party, playing in the 
@ snow,- all experiences within the realm of the child, they are portrayed here with 
warmth and pleasant recognizability. A particularly attractive aspect of this book is | 
the portrayal of Bobby and Linda's friendship, which does much to dispel the notion 
that little boys and little girls are natural enemies. By the author of Try Again 
Tommy, Susan's Special Summer, and Timothy's Twelve Months. Illustrated by Hertha 


Depper. (8/9. 10:59-7496) 
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Doss, Helen Abingdon 
FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD Cloth; 6"x8"; $1.50 


This tiny book, brightly illustated by Audrie L. Knapp, does a gentle but con- © 
vincing job of providing an antidote to the modern tendency to level. Stressing the 
notion that the world is richer for the differences in its inhabitants, Helen Doss, by 
examining simple human activities as they occur in various parts of the world, shows that 
there is nothing to fear in dissimilarity. Her thesis that within the human context there 
is room for ample variation is simply and sympathetically emphatic. A friendly book. 
(8/9. 10:59-7499) 


EASY READING 


Bell, Gina Abingdon 
WANTED. ..A BROTHER Cloth; $1.50 


Timothy dreams of having a brother. He has a little sister, but any full- 
blooded, baseball-playing American boy knows that a sister is practically useless when 
it comes to important things like games and sports. He makes several futile attempts to 
obtain one, coercing his mother, borrowing a neighbor child, but all to no avail. And 
then, suddenly his little sister proves that she can quite well acquit herself in tree 
climbing, a fact which redeems her in Timothy's estimation,convinces him that a sister is 
every bit as valuable as a brother. A recognizable situation with some therapeutic value, 
simply portrayed by the author of Andy and Mr. Wagner. Illustrated by George Wilde. 
(8/9. LC:59-7503) 


Russell, Solveig Paulson Abingdon 
A IS FOR APPLE, AND WHY: The Story of Our Alphabet Cloth; $2.00 


A concise and lucid history of the evolution of writing, this book, illustrated 
in black and white by Robert A. Jones explores its history from the early cave paintings. 
Going step by step through early cuneiform writing, hieroglyphics, phonograms, syllabaries, 
and letters, A is for Apple concludes with the invention of the printing press and the 
universal dissemination of ideas through written language. An important subject for the 
young reader, competently presented. (8/9. LC 359-7502 ) 


Johnson, Crockett Harper 
ELLEN'S LION 6"x83"; $1.75; Library Ed. $2.13 


* It is perfectly natural that Ellen have a lion for a pet. And being the sort 
of child she is, that he be a talking participant in Ellen's compact world of fancy. In 
this series of episodes--the lion falls ill, climbs a mountain, considers his future-- 
Ellen and her pet engage in a series of dialogues which brim with sophistry, whimsy, and 
excellent sense. In this story by the author-illustrator of the popular Harold books, 
subtle sophistication and broad nonsense maintain a constant and satisfying balance on 
the seasaw of Johnson Crockett's certain prose and his economical but uniquely expressive 
cartoons. A word of warning to all children: Do not let this book into the hands of 
adults or you’ may have to queue up to read it. (8/5. 1C:59-5791) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Boyle, Kay Harper 
THE YOUNGEST CAMEL $2.75 


* The author, an established writer for adults, fills this story of a young camel's 
ordeal in the desert with poetry and insight. The camel-child, sensitive to nature and 
intensely devoted to his mother, spends his early youth in flights of fancy, conjuring up 
fictions where truth is painful. A period of isolation in the scorching desert soon teaches © 
him the power of the real, and also teaches him that between pride and self denial lies the 
greatest dignity. Strongly Muslamic in feeling and texture, this story, pivoting on filial 
devotion, will touch both children and adults. Revised edition of an out of print book, 
illustrated by Ronni Solbert. (8/5. LC:58-5286) 
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Caudill, Rebecca Nelson 
TIME FOR LISSA $2.95 


Lissa, a nine-year-old orphan, is not quite sure what living with a real 
family would be like. To her the other orphans and the orphanage supervisor are 
ample sources of love and security. Her encounter, on a week's visit with a sophis- 
ticated, harassed family brings happiness to her, and to them, the realization that 
the only valid commitments are based on love. Lissa's choice to return to the 
orphanage rather than be adopted brings a touching and original denouement to this 
somewhat sentimental, though appealing story of vulnerable childhood. (8/?1C:59-10495) 


BLEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION ‘y 


Wriston, Hildreth T. Abingdon 
A YANKEE MUSKET $3.00 


A story of Vermont during the American Revolution, 4 Yankee Musket takes 
as its hero, twelve-year-old Stephen Tuttle. A vehement patriot, Stephen waits 
eagerly for the day, when, trusted with is own rifle, he can face the glories of war 
like a man. But to Stephen, war becomes a matter of complex human emotion--his 
ambivalence toward a Tory boy, the sudden assumption of a man's role when his father 
is captured, the ever impinging awareness that ally or enemy, the component parts of 
an army are human beings. Good adventure mingles with a firm sense of history and 
character in this book by the author of Hills Farm and Show Lamb. (8/9. LC:59-7500) 


Derleth, August Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE MILL CREEK IRREGULARS $3.50 


* When Stephen is invited to visit his great uncle's Wisconsin farm, he does 
not anticipate the advantage to which he will be able to put his skill as a junior 
detective. But when a suspicious old man appears to be menacingly secretive about 
the situation of his heiress stepdaughter, Stephen fears the worst. Stephen's appli- 
cation of the best Sherlock Holmes' techniques (all of which are book learned) and 
his sheer orneryness lead to an exciting denouement in which the girl is saved from 
a hateful marriage and justice is meted out to her scheming stepfather. A good plot 
forms the skeleton for August Derleth's uniquely enjoyable writing, filled with 
vigorous appreciation of his locale and of the humor and intelligence of his young 
hero. A rich and revealing excursion into the world of August Derleth, a world 
already congenial to the readers of his many adult published books. (8/?LC0:59-9377) 


Williams, Jay & 
Abrashkin, Raymond McGraw-Hill 
DANNY DUNN AND THE WEATHER MACHINE $2.95 


Danny Dunn, whose scientific curiosity is already well known to those 
familiar with his anti-gravity and homework machines, in this lively episode is busily 
at work creating a rain maker. With just enough scientific detail as a basis, the 
preposterous exploits of Danny and his friends, Joe and Irene, all but turn the Univer- 
sity town in which they live into a deluge. In the end, Danny's enthusiastic efforts 
to prevent a drought are somewhat dampened, but not before he and his readers have 
taken an enjoyable and imaginative tour of the world of weather, and incidentally 
absorbed some accurate facts concerning what makes the lightning strike. (8/2? LC:59- 


9995) 


O'Clery, Helen Watts 
THE MYSTERY OF BLACK SOD POINT $2.95 | 


A vacation on the west coast of Ireland means for Caroline and her friend 
Brona, not only a longed for holiday, but the chance to resolve a curious and 
menacing mystery. For it is the scourge of the fishermen, that their nets are being 
mysteriously cut, relinquishing their precious content to the sea. The two girls 
and their companions solve the mystery--the culprit, a school of dead sharks who are 
attracting larger more dangerous fish. Through their sleuthing, the reader is given 
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an opportunity to participate in long, joyous pony rides along the Irish countryside 
which is depicted here. Somewhat tedious for a tale of suspense, but redeemed by its 
unusual resolution. (8/1. LC:59-5536) @ 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Haines, Madge & Abingdon-Makers of America 
Morrill, Leslie LEWIS AND CLARK Explorers to the West $1.75 


Perhaps no two men were more influential in opening up the Western frontiers 
of the United States than the two friends who shared a Southern boyhood: Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark. This biography summarizes their boyhood which was dominated by a 
great longing to push Westward and then, in considerable detail, traces their push against 
enormous odds--dangerous and unknown topography, disease, and hostile Indians--to their 
destination, the Columbia River. This book, illustrated by William Hutchinson, does much 
to establish Lewis in Clark in the context of their times and to show the political and 
historical forces which provoked President Jefferson to encourage their explorations. 
But, although some limited attempt is made to distinguish one man from another, there does 
not emerge a clear picture of two individuals, but rather of a team in which neither 
member is vividly distinguished. (8/9. 1C:59-7498) 


Downey, Fairfax Nelson 
FAMOUS HORSES OF THE CIVIL WAR $2.95 


With his background on the Civil War and his special interest in the part 
animals have played in history (Horses of Destiny; Dogs of Destiny, etc.) Fairfax Downey 
should have been able to do a better job than this anaemic factual summary of man, horse 
and battle. He has elected to choose to record a cavalcade of noted horses (mostly on 
the Confederate side), but he has managed to present them with purely mechanical competence, 
devoid of the drama and emotional quality one expects in true stories of great horses. It @ 


is possible that some junior high school students, to whom appeal must be made through some 
device, will acquire,something of history in the process. But the book holds little one 
can recommend. (8/7 LC:59-10496) 


| THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Pederson, Elsa Abingdon 
: VICTORY AT BEAR COVE: A Story of Alaska ; $3.00 


The Kalgins, an Indian family, have for generations controlled the hunting and 
fishing rights of Bear Cove, Alaska. To teen-age Peter Kalgin, this is his unquestionable 
domain where he and his father live the solitary but fully satisfying life of the forest. 
When white homesteading family sets up camp, Peter's father assumes a pose of taciturn 
hostility, refusing in any way to negotiate with his new neighbors. Despite Peter's urgent 
desire to make friends and to accept the gift of his white neighbors--lessons in reading-- 
his father resolutely refuses to fraternize, until, his rights threatened by his own 
illiteracy, he allows his neighbors to intercede on his behalf. A moving story, told with 
sensitivity and evident familiarity with the locale and its problems. Well written with 
evocative black and white illustrations by Edward Shenton. (8/10. LC6:59-7497) 


Whittington, Dorothy Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
VICKY PAGEANT $3.00 


When Vicky Pageant's college career is interrupted after her freshman year and 
she is sent to Seattle to help a great-aunt run a derelict diner, she believes that her 
world is shattered. Brought up by a sheltered mother and a generous, but absent uncle, 
Vick dreams of a gay life on the stage, of wealthy beaux, and finally of a husband who 
will devote his life to her protection. The diner, its challenges, and a realistic young 
man provide the catalysts and within a year Vicky forsakes her adolescent dreams for the 
more satisfying and possible aspirations of a mature woman. Once again, the inevitable 
prescription of tender romance flavored by diligent but ultimately fruitful enterprise, 
prove the cureall for a stock teen-age crisis. (7/? LC:59-12238) 
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Simister, Florence Parker . Hastings House 
GIRL WITH A MUSKET $2.75 


An old but effective device of the girl masquerading as a youthful soldier 
is central to this story of eighteen-year-old Anne Saunder's role in the American 
Revolutionary War. Filled with patriotism, Anne disguises her femininity and serves 
with valor as a part of the Providence enlistment. Her love for a coward is frus- 
trated, since she is unable to reveal her true identity, and at his death, Anne 
realizes that her real love is for the young man who has, for years, been courting 
her. Florence Simister, author of the Pewter Plate, interweaves history and romance 
efficiently enough in this thin, but occasionally dramatic story of young love and 
patriotism. (8/? or 9/? 1C:59-7464) 


Hartwell, Nancy Holt 
WAKE UP ROBERTA $3.00 


Roberta, not quite seventeen, the motherless daughter of an army Master 
Sergeant, finds fulfillment in the world of antique dolls. Missing the more conven- 
tional comforts of her school chums' lives--the rhythm of an elaborately run house- 
hold, the security of more than enough clothes--Roberta mistakenly believes that 
only in such a context can happiness breed. But when she accidentally becomes in- 
volved in the romantic pursuit of antique doll collecting, she finds that her's too 
is a rich heritage and one which allows for infinite growth. Romance, family problems, 
social adjustment are all neatly folded into this story by the author of My Little 
Sister, The Hills of Home, etc., as Nancy Hartwell rescues her plot from anonymity 
by strongly reenforcing it with the antique motif. (8/? LC:59-7574) 


Randall, Janet Ilongmans, Green 
TUMBLEWEED HEART $2.95 


The proverbial teen-age heroine, described not as pretty, but possessed of 
miraculously slanting eyes, curly black hair, and a half dozen other such assets, 
roams through the cardboard maze of this novel. Jaqueline Gorda, newly arrived in 
California's Arroyo Verde High School finds adjustment a problem. Her work ona 
local paper, her involvement in a flood control crusade, a romance with an angry young 
man, and her general popularity soon serve to overcome her discomfort and she ends 
up pretty much as one would expect, given the familiar machinery of the plot--on top. 
A vivid feeling of locale and miscellaneous but interesting data on flood control and 
newspaper work give Tumbleweed Heart whatever distinction it can claim. By the author 
of Miracle of Sage Valley. (7/22. LC:59-11266) 


Butters, Dorothy Gilman Macrae-Smith 
WITCH'S SILVER $2.95 


A story within a story, this is a somewhat contrived novel of how a 
contemporary heroine finds courage from the diary of a revolutionary progenitor. The 
bulk of the story goes back to Arabella Hewitt, an orphan, who, having been brought 
up by Indians, finds the harsh, pre-revolutionary life of the Boston Puritans un- 
endurable. Arabella's struggle to assert herself as a full-blooded woman has a setting 
of adventure--marauding Indians, hostile zealots, buried treasure, and romance. Well 
paced and richly filled with historical data, this is cut well above the standard 
pattern of mechanical historical fiction. (8/3. 16:59-8239) 


Colman, Hila Morrow 
JULIE BUILDS HER CASTLE $2.95 


Nearly seventeen, Julie reluctantly accompanies her parents to the artists' 
colony of Provincetown, Massachusetts. To her this is just one more manifestation of 
her father's bohemian whimsicality, his partisan refusal to conform. Attracted to 
Peter, a Portuguese fisherman, she is drawn by his respect for traditional ways, and 
he is attached to her by her lack of rigid conformity. When Peter's older brother, 

a rebel, steals a Cris-Craft, it is Julie's father who tempers justice with under- 
standing and through the ordeal of fighting for the delinquent, father and daughter 
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reach a rapprochement based on Julie's realization that she, too, will take the independe:t 
way. A good portrayal of parent-child conflict drawn with therapeutic vehemence by the 
author of A Star for Gina and The Big Step. (8/5. 1C:59-7407) @ 


Decker, Duane Morrow 
THIRD-BASE ROOKIE $2.95 


A routine baseball story by the author of Long Ball to Left Field and eight 
other novels of the diamond. In this case, the hero is a talented young third baseman 
who returns, with his team, to his home town and its memories of rejection and a reform 
school stretch. The past asserts itself and for a while it seems that Vic Scalzi will be 
ruined both as a man and as a human being. But good sportsmanship and the confidence of 
his team mates prevail and it is a happier, more certain player who takes his winning 
stand on third. Professionally written, familiar, suspenseful and well dosed with data 
of bat and ball. Strictly for fans who are legion. (8/5) 


McDonald, Lucile & Nelson 
Ross, Zola ASSIGNMENT IN ANKARA $2.95 


A brief glimpse into the career possibility afforded by the United States Foreign 
Service, and some indication of the crucial political plight of the Middle East are woven 
into this story of blonde secretary, Norma Balake. Norma's desire to travel leads her, 
first, to the Washington Foreign Service Institute and then to Ankara where she learns to 
understand the Turks, helps apprehend a rebel, and where she finally becomes engaged. 
Routine plotting and characterization do not recommend this as a novel, but there are some 
interesting facts here for those in search of a career that allows for service and travel. 


(8/7 LC:59-10499) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Winders, Gertrude Hecker John Day 
SAM COLT AND HIS GUN $3.00 


Report repeated from the March 15th bulletin when scheduled for earlier public- 
cation; postponed for J.L.G. selection. "The name Colt is almost synonymous with the 
word gun. In this biography of Sam Colt, the author not only presents the portrait of a 
unique American, obsessed with mechanical invention, but indirectly expounds on one of 
most colorful periods in American history. For it was the Colt gun which made possible 
the white man's ascendancy over the Indian, and later served as the chief Northern weapon 
in the Civil War. Gertrude Winders treats this outstanding Connecticut Yankee with verve 
and imagination, evolving a vital character who should win sympathy from all those who do 
not have strong feelings about the doubtful ethical value of devoting one's life to the 
manufacture of firearms. (8/6. LC:59-6723)" 


Malvern, Gladys Longmans, Green 
BLITHE GENIUS $2.95 


_ As gay and charming as his operas is the figure of Rossini as suggested in this 
biography. Although little attention is given to his musical conceptions, per se, this | 
biography which concentrates largely on Rossini's ardent attachment to the egomaniacal 
primadonna, Isabella Colbran, alludes to a strong relationship between this involvement 
and the operas. Adored by women, by his co-workers, and by his fellow Italians, Rossini 
ironically picked as his love object one of the most resented women in Europe. His 
futile effort to reach her, their agitated marriage, his constant effort to protect her 
from the misery attendant on her failing voice, and his spontaneous musical success, all 
go to make up the fabric of this account which naturally follows the author's last biography, 
The Magnificent Garcias. Despite repeated stylistic flaws, Gladys Malvern writes with r 
such conviction and exuberance that one finally overlooks the awkwardness of prose, swept 
along by her attractive enthusiasm. Illustrated. (7/22. LC:59-11263) 
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Wetve, Helen E. Macrae-Smith 

VALIANT COMPANIONS $2.95 





As much a biography of the teacher as the student, this book, the third 
juvenile biography on Helen Keller of the 1958-59 season, tells the painful but 
inspiring story of Anne Sullivan and her protege. Stressing more than the other 
books the difficulties Miss Sullivan had as a child--her bout with blindness--her 
ardor for her work is dramatically established. The usual summation of both women's 
accomplishments and their personal deprivations are given due and sympathetic 
scrutiny here. It may be hoped that,for at least a time, no further books on the 
subject will be forthcoming since inevitably much repetition occurs. (8/3) 


McKown, Robin Putnam 
MARTE CURIE $2.50 / 


A book on Madame Curie could not fail to capture interest and this is a 
factual and highly revealing biography of both Marie Curie, the famous Polish scient- 
ist, and her illustrious French scientist husband. Robin McKown has drawn her 
portrait objectively, showing both the spartan and dedicated scientist and the tender 
wife and mother. In the course of the story of the devotion to a goal, the discovery 
and the expansion of the values of radium, the reader acquires a good deal of relevant 
and interesting scientific data. It is an engrossing subject, competently handled, 
but it adds little to Alice Thorne's recent biography, The Story of Madame Curie, 
one of the best of Grosset's Signature books (see review p. 140 (J-74)). The point to 
remember, however, in considering this new volume is that it is directed to the next 


older age group. (8/3/59) / 


ad Taylor, John W. R. Roy- Science Works Like This Series 
ROCKETS AND SATELLITES WORK LIKE THIS $2.75 


Highly factual, this text by the author of Jet Planes Work Like This 
combines physics, mechanics, history and high adventure. Tracing the use of rockets 
from their Chinese origin, John Taylor meticulously enumerates the various tasks which 
are the exclusive property of rockets, analyzes the problems which accompanied their 
evolution showing in detail how they were overcome, and devotes the bulk of his book 
to the most recent applications of rocket force--missiles, satellites, and universe 
probing machines. Illustrated with sixty diagrammatic drawings by John Wood, this 
book provides a concrete context in which the science addict can pursue his studies. 


(7/6. LC0:59-5658) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Maiden, Cecil Crowell | 
HARP INTO BATTLE $3.95 


The nationalizing of Wales in the twelfth and thirteenth century makes up 

the framework of this fictionalized treatment of the life of Llewelyn the Great. 

His warm honesty with King John of England, his negotiations with the Archbishop 

of Canterbury, his marriage to John's bastard daughter, Joan, his success in uniting 

the Welsh chieftains through the ancient laws of that land, and his unflinching re- 

solve to be to his people “equal to their hope, bigger than their fears" are woven 
@ together here in the tradition of Jane Oliver in a warm narrative, richly revealing 

of a valorous people and the land they served. Of interest both to history and novel 

enthusiasts. Full report on page 359. (7/20. LC:59-11170) }. 
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Webster, Gary Doubleday 
CODFISH, CATS AND CIVILIZATION $3.50 


Some twenty odd animals, insects, birds and fish which have affected man's own © 
patterns--whether beneficially or otherwise--are profiled here in short pieces which 

contain a good deal of casual information to supplement scientific interests. Fascinating 
facts, accurate scientific detail (some of these articles appeared originally in the 

Natural History Magazine) and a repertoire of familiar animals render this an ideal book 

for any young reader. Full report on p. 340. (7/9. 10:59-9789) 


Gallagher, Thomas Rinehart 
FIRE AT SEA $4.00 


* The Story of the Morro Castle contains an inescapable fascination composed of 
enigma, violence, and of a harrowing mystery, ultimately solved. The curious circum- 
stances of the disaster--the lack of life boats and preservers, the fact that out of the 98 
survivors, 92 were crew members, the sudden death of the Captain, the ensuing trial-- 
suggest all the elements of a who-dun-it, and the final conclusion that the man who was 
considered at the time to be the hero of the occasion, was in reality the incendiarist, and 
later, when a member of the police force, plotted the murder of his superior, further sub- 
stantiate the theory that truth is often more dramatic than fiction. A natural selection 
for readers of other maritime disasters and for those enthusiasts of such books as 
Collision Course. F.R. p. 367. (7/16. L0:59-6452) 


Sandoz, Mari Univ. of Nebraska Press 
HOSTILES AND FRIENDLIES $5.00 


Most of the material in this book by the author of Old Jules is autobiographical, 
dealing with Mari Sandoz' rise to fame, her homesteading neighbors, and her Indian friends. 
Told with her unique gift for evoking history and personalities--known and unknown--she 
fills this book with a vital picture of frontier life. Of primary interest to all those © 


devoted to Americana. F.R. 367. (7/? LC:59-6617) 


Golden, Harry World 
| FOR 2¢ PLAIN $4.00 


Harry Golden, the editor of the Carolina Israelite, and staunch fighter for 
civil liberty, once more reveals that unique humanity which established him, first as a 
beacon for a fortunate few, and more recently as a nationally heralded spokesman on behalf 
of human integrity. Drawing heavily on his lower East Side background, Harry Golden 
concocts a magical brew of humor, philosophy, common sense, erudition, and above all, 
informed compassion. A top candidate for the Better Understanding Award. Full report on 


p- 363. (7/27) 


laird, Dorothy World 
HOW THE QUEEN REIGNS $5.00 


A full and factual description of how Queen Elizabeth lives, this book avoids. 
a gossipy tone, choosing rather to present her role in relation to Parliament, the Church, 
her activities as a hostess and a public figure. Illustrated with 54 photographs, Jow 
the Queen Reigns depicts precisely what its title promises, a concrete record of one of 
the most demanding jobs in the world. Full report on p. 30. (7/6. 1C:59-7750) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Frome, Michael Doubleday 
BETTER VACATIONS FOR YOUR MONEY $1.95 


Specifically aimed toward automobile and family travel, this book gears itself 
toward vacation opportunities in the United States. Pointers on where to stay, and when, © 
information sources, camping, accommodations, roads, road etiquette, and special events 
make this book with its maps and photographs an invaluable aid for the travel-minded 
family who would explore the United States. Full report on p. 363. (6/4. LC:59-7905) 





